Williamston United
Methodist Church

The current stone building was erected in 1896 at
a cost of approximately $8,000. Local stonemason John
Lechler provided much of the masonry work. The act-
ing reverend at the time of the church’s dedication was
Rev. N. Norton Clark. In June of 1919, lghtning struck
the bell tower. The current bell tower 1s much less elabo.
rate than the original, In June of 1999, restoration of the
interior of the sanctuary was completed for an estimated
$140.000.

Leasia Brugs

The building that now occupses the southeast cor-
ner of Putnam and Grand River held many important
community businesses. Originally built of wood, in 1887
the building burned and was replaced by the current brick
structure. This building housed the offices of
Williamston's first doctor, Dr. James Leasia. His only
son, James N. Leasia, carried on his father's drug bus:-
ness. taking on partner C. W. Headly. The busmess
was known as Leasia-Headly Drugs untii 1916, Over
the vears, this building has been occupted by the Headly-
Monroe Drug Store and Fates Pharmacy. The building
15 currently known as Keller's Plaza.

Wood Building

In the 1920's, Mr. Wood had this building erected
as an automotive reparr shop. Later, m the 1930's, the
Wood building was converted into a Ford dealership and
garape that lasted until 1953. The buitding was thenrented
to many different Ford dealerships throughout the 1960's.
From the 1970's until 1890, companies such as Creeger
Farms Dairy. Gordon Wine, and Pronto Auto Parts oc-
cupred the building. Since then, the building has remaimned
an auto parts store, "Parts Plus” that 1s still owned by
the Wood Family.

Railroad Depot

“The Williamston railroad depot was opened in
1871 on the Lansmng-Detroit railroad. The stationmaster
stocked sroceries and common househeld articles in the
depot. drawing more people to the station. The ride to
Lansing was orginally forty munates long, with a four-
hour trip to Detroit. The railroad boomed until the con-
clusion of World War H, when cars became more practi-
cal. The station was finally closed in 1963 by order of
the Michigan Public Service Commussion. Since being
moved into downtown Williamston. the depot has served
as a museum for community history.
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Earl Robert Lechler
Memorial
Historic Walk of

illiamston

CITY BALL AND ENGINE HOUSE,

This tour of historic Williamston s dedicated
to the memory of my grandfather, Earl Robert
Lechler. Please take the time to enjoy the rich
hustory of a small mid-Michigan community. |
encourage anyone living in Williamston to learn
more about the engrossing hustory of the city
around them.

Carmen J. Siciliano



